
Dobermann

Originally from Germany, this elegant, intelligent dog has made his mark in the canine 
popularity polls throughout the world. Extremely alert, with a clean outline encompassing 
strength and agility, he is a skilful tracker, and is often used for police work. His gleaming, 
short, hard coat is easily cared for. Usually black and tan, he can also be brown, blue or fawn 
with rust-red markings. 
He has a very adaptable outlook to life and fits into a family well, playing with and guarding 
children. He enjoys riding in a car, and will take over the most comfortable chair without even 
a second thought. He makes an excellent obedience dog, and the breed is numerically strong 
in the show ring. 
A German tax collector, Louis Dobermann, is credited with the development of the breed. He 
needed a dog to protect him and one which would ‘encourage’ slow payers. It was in the late 
1860s that he decided his dog should be a larger version of the Pinscher and he quickly fixed 
breed type, using the old-style German Shepherd and the Pinscher to obtain a mix of brain, 
soundness, toughness of character and quick terrier-like reaction. Other breeds such as the 
Weimaraner, Rottweiler, Greyhound and Manchester Terrier gave refinements in scenting 
powers, strength, speed and the coat.  
 
What about Health Issues? 
 
You may be aware that some breeds of dog (and crossbreeds too) can be susceptible to 
inherited disease.  Of course you want to be sure that the puppy you choose is as healthy as 
possible, and you would like to know that it has not inherited any undesirable disease-causing 
genes from its parents.  There is some help in that DNA tests for diseases in purebred dogs 
are available for some conditions in some breeds, but there are not very many such tests just 
yet!  There are also, however, a number of clinical veterinary screening schemes that dog 
breeders can use to increase the probability of producing healthy puppies. 
 
Details of the various screening schemes, both veterinary and DNA, that are available 
to breeders in the UK can be found on the Kennel Club’s website at: 
www.thekennelclub.org.uk/doghealth

Puppy buyers should be aware that, at present, the application of various health screening 
results to breeding programmes is not always straightforward, and breeders may make 
choices for various reasons.  A responsible breeder though, will always be willing to discuss 
relevant health issues with you.  Breed clubs are often useful sources of breed-specific 
information. 

 
And what health screening is relevant for the Dobermann? 
 
Kennel Club Accredited Breeders must use, or are strongly recommended to use, the 
following screening schemes and/or advice for sires and dams: 

 
• BVA/KC Hip Dysplasia Scheme 
• BVA/KC/ISDS Eye Scheme 
• DNA Test - vWD 

 
This list is not necessarily comprehensive and you should still ask breeders and refer to breed 
clubs about health issues in the breed. 
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