
Border Collie

This highly intelligent dog has an inborn instinct to work, and responds readily and eagerly 
to training. He was originally used for working sheep in the hills and mountains, mainly in 
the border counties of England, Scotland and Wales, but his prowess as a working 
sheepdog has now spread country-wide throughout Britain and even farther afield. 
It was only in the latter quarter of the twentieth century that the Border Collie assumed an 
important role in the show rings of Britain. 
He is graceful, but with sufficient substance to withstand the elements. A silent worker, he 
responds to any signal, audible or visual. His disposition is kindly as he is loyal and faithful 
by nature. Capable of thinking for himself, he is often used in mountain-rescue work, makes 
an excellent tracker, and is also used as a sniffer dog. 
He needs a lot of exercise, thrives on company, and will participate in any activity. He is 
dedicated to serving man, but is the type of dog who needs to work to be happy and is not 
content to sit at home by the hearth all day. Before becoming a full champion he must have 
a work qualification. 
 
What about Health Issues? 
 
You may be aware that some breeds of dog (and crossbreeds too) can be susceptible to 
inherited disease.  Of course you want to be sure that the puppy you choose is as healthy as 
possible, and you would like to know that it has not inherited any undesirable disease-causing 
genes from its parents.  There is some help in that DNA tests for diseases in purebred dogs 
are available for some conditions in some breeds, but there are not very many such tests just 
yet!  There are also, however, a number of clinical veterinary screening schemes that dog 
breeders can use to increase the probability of producing healthy puppies. 
 
Details of the various screening schemes, both veterinary and DNA, that are available 
to breeders in the UK can be found on the Kennel Club’s website at: 
www.thekennelclub.org.uk/doghealth

Puppy buyers should be aware that, at present, the application of various health screening 
results to breeding programmes is not always straightforward, and breeders may make 
choices for various reasons.  A responsible breeder though, will always be willing to discuss 
relevant health issues with you.  Breed clubs are often useful sources of breed-specific 
information. 

 
And what health screening is relevant for the Border Collie? 
 
Kennel Club Accredited Breeders must use, or are strongly recommended to use, the 
following screening schemes and/or advice for sires and dams: 

 
• BVA/KC Hip Dysplasia Scheme 
• BVA/KC/ISDS Eye Scheme 
• DNA Test - CEA 

 
This list is not necessarily comprehensive and you should still ask breeders and refer to breed 
clubs about health issues in the breed. 
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